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Home Language, English Language 
Proficiency

Topics covered in today’s training:

• Home Language Survey (HLS)

• English Proficiency Status 

• Data Entry and Research Tools



Do you refer for testing???
QUIZ

• When the HLS 
Questions 1-3 have 
another language?

• When Q 1-3 have 
English and another 
language?

• When Q 1-3 has English 
and Q4 has another 
language?

• Yes

• Yes

• Yes



Home Language, English Language 
Proficiency

• The HLS and English proficiency testing are required 
by state law (Calif. Ed. Code 52164.1a). 

• Within 2 days of enrollment, schools must ensure:

• Completion of the HLS

• Referrals to RUSD Assessment Center (AC) 



Here are the steps to follow:
1. HLS must be completed for each student enrolling. 

• It only need be completed one time in a California public 
school.

• Parents/guardians must answer each of the 4 questions,  
sign/date the form.

• DO NOT COACH PARENTS ON HOW TO ANSWER THE 
QUESTIONS.

• Any cross outs require the completion of a new HLS.



Home Language Survey



3. For a student verified as new to California public 
schools (K-12): 

a. If the student has a language other than English 
for any of the HLS questions (even if in 
combination with English), go to Step 4. 

 This is also a requirement for foreign exchange students who 
have a language other than English.

b. If the student has “English” as the only answer to 
all 4 language questions, follow Steps 4 ‐ 6.



4. Contact the Assessment Center in these cases:

a. A language “other than English,” or in addition to 
English appears on lines 1, 2, 3, or 4 of the home 
language survey

b. The student is found, in CALPADS, to have an 
“Acquisition Code” of EL, I‐FEP or R‐FEP

c. The student is an English Learner (EL) student 
returning to RUSD

d. A discrepancy exists between the language on 
the HLS and the primary language code in 
CALPADS



5. FAX or scan the completed RUSD Enrollment Form and 
HLS to the Assessment Center (FAX 951‐274‐4205 outside, 
or ext. 80881 internal) so the Assessment Center can set an 
appointment.

a. The school site is responsible for informing the 
parent/guardian of the appointment information.

i. Use the most current AC Appointment Letter available on 
the Assessment Center “Power Learning” class.

ii. Provide a CELDT brochure to the parent (English on Pages 
9‐10, Spanish on Page 11‐12).

b. At the Assessment Center, the student takes the state’s 
English proficiency test and an assessment in the 
primary language. 

 Results notification is provided to the site and parent/guardian.



Data Entry By Assessment Center



e. The site populates the CA School Entry Date for all 
newly‐enrolling English‐Only (EO) or American Sign 
Language students.

f. Assessment Center populates Language Fluency, 
EL Levels, all other data in Language Assessment.

7. The HLS asks in which language parent/guardian 
would like to have school-related correspondence 
sent. That language should be entered in the 
Correspondence Language (“CorrLng”) field in the 
Student Demographics table. 



6. DATA ENTRY BY SCHOOL SITES

• Unless previously populated, the site populates the answers to all four 
home language questions in the Language Assessment table, “Home 
Language Survey” area. 

• Place the original HLS in the student’s permanent record.

c. If already populated, do not change the language codes.

d. If the HLS has another language in combination with English for any of 
the answers (no matter its order on the answer line), the language 
other than English is populated. 

 Population of the 4 home language questions is mandatory for all 
newly enrolling students including English‐only students.



FOREIGN-BORN STUDENTS

For students born in foreign countries (does not include Puerto 
Rico or U.S. territories), two pieces of data are required for 
school sites to enter: 

1. U.S. School Entry Date in the Language Assessment Page. 

2. The SNOR field in the Secondary Student Data table.



The data is available in CALPADS if the student was previously in 
a California public school



2. If a foreign-born students has been in U.S. schools < 3 
years from U.S. school enter date, then SNOR field is set 
to “Y.”  If > than 3 years, it is set to “N.” 

The default is blank and should stay blank for students 
born in the U.S., born in U.S. territories/Puerto Rico, or are 
U.S. citizens born abroad.



2. Research the Student English Language Acquisition 
(SELA) status information in CALPADS if the student 
has ever attended a California public school.

With SSIDWithout SSID



After the “Maintain Student Information” screen opens, click 
on “Student English Language Acquisition.” 



The “Acquisition Code” indicates the SELA status.  “Status Date” is related 
to the SELA status. The “Effective Start Date” is related to the first day of 
enrollment

For “English Only (EO)” use the “Status Date” as the CA School Entry in 
Aeries’ Language Assessment table.

Contact the Assessment Center If a student has any of below :  
• English Learner-EL 
• Reclassified Fluent English Proficient-RFEP
• Initial Fluent English Proficient-IFEP
• To Be Determined-TBD (if HLS shows a language other than English)

For a previous or current California public school student, there will be a 
Student English Language Acquisition (SELA) History.


